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President’s report 


The first members of the original Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club, formed in the 1880s, included many 
people with extensive knowledge of botany. 

Again, when the Geelong field naturalists formed a new 
club in 1961, there were many members with the skills to 
recognise our amazing local flora. They were able to 
share their understanding of the reproductive 
mechanisms of the plants, their key distinguishing 
characteristics, and the habitats and localities where 
particular plant species could be found. Sadly, many of 
our 'experts' have passed on, and the Plant Group that 
was last led by Dick Southcombe has been in recess for 
some years. After this situation has been discussed with 
various members, it has become apparent that a new 
enthusiasm for recording plants has emerged. The advent 
of quality digital photography has encouraged many 
people to experiment with photographs of local flora. 


... Barry Lingham 

I intend to renew the Plant Group, with a particular 
emphasis on sharing plant photos. We still have a 
booking at the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting rooms 
on the second Tuesday of each month, when the old 
Plant Group met. Initially, we will meet on 12 August and 
9 September at 8:00 p.m. to gauge interest. Bring along 
a memory stick with your photos of plants that have 
recently flowered, and tell us where the plant was found 
and any interesting characteristics that you have been 
able to discover. If enough members are keen to meet, 
we can schedule meetings throughout the year to 
showcase plants as they come into bloom. Hopefully, we 
can start to build botanical knowledge among our 
members. 

I would appreciate an email to linqham@tpq.com.au to let 
me know that you intend to come along. 


Tonight... 

...Dean Hewish will talk about Time, life and the Flinders Ranges’. 


At the August meeting... 

... It will be members’ night accompanied by a casserole tea. Bring a savoury casserole or a sweet to share. Arrive 6.30 p.m. 
Meeting starts at 8.00 p.m. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to 
the club... 

The Bingham family, Grovedale; Nathan and Alys Mayes, 
Belmont; Annie Stephens, Fyansford; David Kroeger, 

Werribee; the Duchemin family, Highton; Ben Oliver, Torquay; 
Russell Woodford, Coho; Henry Cross, Barwon Heads; the 
Darby family, Jan Juc; Kaylene Jakobsen, St Leonards; Jacqui 
Young and Tom Conway, Aireys Inlet; Wendy Duncan, 
Walllington; Steven and Donna Smithyman, East Geelong; 
Donella Jaggs (Magazine member); Charlotte Martin-Taylor, 
Newtown; the Glembin family. East Geelong; and the Madden 
family, Drumcondra 

We wish them all a long and happy 
association. 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site frequently. 

GFNC website: http://www.qfnc.orq.au 
e-mail address: info@qfnc.orq.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


From the (new) editor... 

It is my very great pleasure to be taking on the role of editor 
for the Geelong Naturalist. Lorraine Phelan has done a 
sterling job over the last 8 years putting together this 
well-respected publication. I have big boots to fill indeed. 
Lorraine has been wonderful in patiently stepping me through 
the editing process and I am also pleased to have the 
support of three fine sub-editors in Deborah, Christine and 
Susan. I look forward to receiving a veritable treasure trove of 
interesting articles and stunning photos from members over 
the coming months and hope to maintain the standard to 
which members have become accustomed! 

Chrissy Freestone 


GFNC Facebook 

httD://www.facebook.conn/qeelonqfnc 


The photo on the front cover, by Guy Dutson, is of a juvenile 
White-lipped snake, taken at Point Parker, Cape Ctway. 

The photo on the back cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is of a 
Painted Apple Moth (Tela anartoides) caterpillar taken in 
Newtown, Geelong. 





















Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Gnarwarre 
22 May 2014 


T he May midweek bird walk took place on a balmy day at a 
new location for our club, a private property called 
‘Carcoola’ at Gnarwarra (meaning ‘the quality of life’), at the 
base of the Barrabool Hills off the Hamilton Highway. We were 
welcomed by the enthusiastic ‘birding’ family—Sophie Naylor 
and her two primary school-aged children Annabelle and Tom. 
An immediate highlight was a family of three Tawny 
Frogmouths on a dead tree just next to the entrance where we 
initially parked. Next stop was a large dam with a multitude of 
birds, the biggest being a Yellow-billed Spoonbill. Most of the 
water birds were hard to see clearly through binoculars, and 
we had no telescopes. However we had Craig Morley who 
more than made up for these deficits. During the day he 
helped us to identify all sorts of distant birds by their overall 
appearance or ‘jizz’, which is really useful when other more 
obvious characteristic such as colours are not to be seen. I 
spent a long time later in the morning looking at distant 
Nankeen Kestrels which I had not been able to identify, as I 
realised that I have always depended largely on their unique 
nankeen colour. To return to the ducks—there were six 
species and of most interest were five Freckled Ducks, which 
we identified largely by their ski-jump heads in profile, plus the 
feathers on the rear head peak ruffling in the breeze when they 
turned away from the wind. Some tiny birds on the edge of the 
dam were three Black-fronted Dotterels and eleven 
White-fronted Chats; always nice to see. 

The next stop was a quite idyllic spot by a waterhole on the 
river, which we were surprised to learn was the Barwon River. 
There were shallow rapids at either end, which means that this 
part of the river is rarely accessed by kayakers, unless there is 
unusually heavy rainfall causing the rapids to disappear. We 
kept on seeing new birds, and at morning tea a brilliant male 
Flame Robin, in a tree on the riverbank, was of special 
interest—^while we feasted on watermelon and home-made 
cake provided by the Naylors! We were having such a good 
time we all decided to continue on and stay on the property for 
lunch. We then walked along beside the river past areas of 
replanting, and large thickets of the noxious weed, Gorse, 



Gnarwarre 


Photo: Craig Morley 


...Ellinor Campbell 

which had been sprayed. Annabelle and Tom were really 
pleased to have Craig identify a bird they had seen before but 
had not been able to recognise, the tiniest of our Australian 
birds, the Weebill; they were doing their characteristic fluttering 
outside the foliage and we enjoyed their characteristic call 
notes. Tom also entertained us by introducing us to two of the 
grasshopper species to be found on this property, one 
displaying distinctive yellow wings in flight, and a smaller 
species with bright green stripes. Some members had useful 
apps for checking up on these. 

We returned to the waterhole for lunch, but two Wedge-tailed 
Eagles came into close view behind us, causing us to leap up 
to have a look partway through eating. It had been a 
wonderful day for raptors such as Brown Goshawk, Whistling 
Kite and Little Eagle, and this was the icing on the cake for us, 
as these two were clearly searching the paddocks together for 
their lunch. After our lunch at ‘bird-call’, we had much hilarious 
and animated discussion on whether to include a flock of 
pigeons seen flying in the distance. Sophie said she had never 
seen Feral Pigeons in the area, and Craig thought they were 
homing pigeons and was ‘against’ including them in the list. 
Rod, who helped Craig with the bird list, was ‘for’ including 
them—you may like to check out the bird list for the ‘victor’! 

As we drove back to the entrance we were farewelled by a 
stunning male Flame Robin fluttering around the paddock, and 
some White-faced Herons sitting on fence posts. Just before 
we finally and reluctantly left we checked-out the Frogmouth 
family still determinedly imitating branch stumps, and tried to 
identify one or two corellas at a distance—^were they 
Long-billed with the red forehead and ‘cut’ throats, or the paler 
Little Corella with less distinct pink on the throat? 

Thank you Sophie, Annabelle and Tom for a wonderful birding 
day; we were delighted to be able to observe and identify 54 
species (55 if the flock of pigeons is included). 

Let’s hope we can return sometime soon. 



Carcoola Bird Walk Photo: Sophie Naylor 
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Gnawarre bird list compiied by Craig Moriey & Rod Lowther 

54 species 


Species 

Species 

Freckled Duck 

5, on large dam. 

Eastern Rosella 

5 

Australian Wood Duck 

8 

Superb Fairy-wren 

20, several parties 

Grey Teal 

32, on large dam. 

White-browed Scrubwren 

6, heard and seen along river 

Chestnut Teal 

10, on large dam. 

Weebill 

3, in plantation along river 

Pacific Black Duck 

6, on large dam. 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

3 

Hardhead 

4, on large dam. 

Spotted Pardalote 

1, heard. 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

4, on large dam. 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

4 

Crested Pigeon 

12 

Noisy Miner 

4 

Tawny Frogmouth 

3, roosting in large dead tree; 1 with chestnut 
patches in plumage, poss imm. 

Red Wattlebird 

40, several flocks, up to 12. 

Little Pied Cormorant 

1 

White-fronted Chat 

11, flock 3, 8. 

White-faced Heron 

2 

New Holland Honeyeater 

2, in plantation river. 

Australian White Ibis 

1 

White-naped Honeyeater 

3, flock. Along river. 

Straw-necked Ibis 

40, flock in flight to S. 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

4, along river. 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

1 

Australian Magpie 

12 

Whistling Kite 

3 

Willie Wagtail 

4 

Brown Goshawk 

1, briefly seen along river. 

Little Raven 

4 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

4 

Magpie-lark 

2 

Little Eagle 

1, light morph. OH. 

Flame Robin 

2, 1 M along river. 

Nankeen Kestrel 

2, along river. 

Eurasian Skylark 

6, mainly in paddocks near dams. 

Brown Falcon 

4, Inc. M and F, flew over calling. 

Golden-headed Cisticola 

7, in rank vegetation around dams. 

Eurasian Coot 

30, on large dam. 

Welcome Swallow 

5, loose flock over river. 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

3 

Common Blackbird 

1, along river. 

Masked Lapwing 

16 

Common Starling 

30, flocks up to 30. 

Galah 

10 

Common Myna 

8 

Little Corella 

10, inci flock 8. 

Red-browed Finch 

16, flocks of 6-8 along river. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

7, flock near river disturbed by Brown Goshawk. 

House Sparrow 

5 

Crimson Rosella 

3 

European Goldfinch 

14, small flocks. 


Book review 

Moths of Victoria, Part 5: Satin Moths and Aliies—Geometrioidea (A) 

by Marilyn Hewish 

...Trevor Pescott 


This fifth part in the ongoing series of moth books follows the 
format established in the first four. The moths covered are in the 
tribe Nacophorini, just one part of the superfamily Geometroidea. 

There are 36 pages of print, 30 of which contain photographs of 
moths, with the balance devoted to an introduction, notes about 
some of the moths, and acknowledgments. 

The CD that goes with the printed pages gives far greater detail 
about all the moths, including a checklist of the Victorian species. 
There are 160 species described with over 1100 photographs. 

Supporting authors with Marilyn—Peter Marriott, Ted Edwards, 
Alex Kallies and Stephen Williams—are profiled, as are several 
photographers whose pictures are included. 

The amount of time and effort that was required is hard to 
imagine. While the book took six weeks of concentrated work, the 
compilation of the CD involved four years, including six week-long 
trips to Canberra to collect data and photographs of the museum 
collection there, as well as time in Adelaide and countless days at 
the Melbourne Museum. 

Equally important as scanning collections is the field work, using 
lights to attract the moths. Most species have seasonal flight 
times, and many fly at certain times at night, early after sunset, 
around midnight or pre-dawn. 


The result is one of meticulous detail, and an invaluable resource 
for casual naturalists and serious lepidopterists alike. 

One interesting sidelight—the family Geometridae is named after 
the larvae, the so-called 'looper' caterpillars, which move by 
bringing their hind claspers up to the front legs creating a loop in 
the body, then reaching forward with the front legs. Geometridae 
means 'earth-measurer'. 

If I had to name my favourite moth I might be tempted to suggest 
the Satin Moths in the genus Thalaina, pure white with orange or 
gold lines across the wings, but open the book, then the CD and 
many more beauties are revealed. 

Copies of the book can be ordered 
through the GFNC or the 
Entomological Society of Victoria. 


Moths of Victoria, Part 5: Satin 
Moths and Allies—Geometrioidea 
(A) by Marilyn Hewish, 
Entomological Society of Victoria, 
2014. 
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Hummers? 


S usan is an American of many enthusiasms. One is 
her fast-growing knowledge of African birds. 

One day some time ago she came to me. 

'Lynne! I've just seen a hummer! It is so beautiful!' 

'No, it wasn't a hummer.' 

'But it was! It is small and iridescent! It has a long beak! It 
hovers! It must be a hummer!' 

'No, there are no hummingbirds in Africa. They are in the 
Americas only.' 

'Oh. What are they then?' 

They are sunbirds. We have several species we can see 
here. What was it like?' 

'Beautiful! It had a glorious turquoise back, and yellow on 
the front.' 

‘It sounds like the Variable. They often come to this little 
plant here with the scarlet flowers.' 

'I have one outside my kitchen window! That is where I 
saw it!' 

People have planted this especially to attract them. There 
are several in close binocular-distance from my house 
and it is so distracting to be having lunch or trying to work 
on the verandah, and have a procession of little birds 
visiting. I have been able to closely inspect the Variable 
Sunbird from all angles, and can confirm that the male's 
back is not only a glittering turquoise, but its lower back 
and rump is a glorious cobalt blue. It's throat and upper 
breast is violet blue, and it has orange pectoral wing tufts, 
as well as its yellow belly. The female, of course, is much 
plainer, with olive-brown back and yellow front. They are 
only 11 cm long. 

Another we have seen often lately is the Scarlet-chested 
Sunbird. It is much bigger at 15 cm, has a rich brown 
back with a brilliant scarlet breast. The book tells me that 
its iridescent cap and throat are green, but I think that in 


...Lynne Clarke 

our area it is closer to turquoise. In either case, it is a 
stunner. 

The Beautiful Sunbird we don't see quite so often, but is 
really lovely. It is similar to the Variable, but has a red 
breast band, and its iridescence is mainly green, with a 
black belly. It also has a long, slender tail. 

From time to time we also have the Amethyst, the Purple- 
banded, the Collared and the Eastern Violet-backed 
Sunbirds. 

All of them have down-curved beaks, and hover, but of 
course do not have the extraordinary wing action of the 
American hummingbirds, which give them such 
astonishing flight abilities. We love them, all the same! 

There are rather fewer birds around now than there were 
a few weeks ago. One reason is the change in the 
seasons: our Northern Hemisphere migrants have all 
departed and the Dry Season is advancing, with much 
less greenery everywhere. This can make bird-watching 
rather easier. Another factor is the arrival of a family of 
pale-ish tawny-coloured African Hobbies, two adults and 
two juveniles, which have denuded the central 
administration area of the college of its little birds. The 
Yellow-collared Lovebirds have deserted their favourite 
perches on the chapel roof, and the tiny finches are no 
longer seen there. Maybe the hobbies will themselves 
move on soon! 

However a pair of Lilac-breasted Rollers seem to have 
confirmed their residential status, the Nubian 
Woodpeckers and Black-backed Puffbacks are still with 
us, the Spotted Morning-thrush's song still rings out day 
and night, and of course the Speckled Mouse-birds are 
still having a go at our vegetables. 

You never know what you will see next in Tanzania. 


Energy and enthusiasm needed 

...Deborah Evans 

July and August are important tree planting months in Victoria. Two of the regular events west of Melbourne are the Grow West 
planting day in July (20th) and Hindmarsh in August (15-17th). 

Grow West is part of the Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority, working in areas such as the upper Werribee 
catchment around Bacchus Marsh. One of their projects is the ‘Brisbane Ranges National Park to Werribee Gorge State Park Biolink’, 
aiming to connect the two parks with a corridor of native vegetation and a series of vegetation ‘stepping stones’. This year’s planting 
will be in the Rowsley Valley, 20 km south-west of Bacchus Marsh. Children welcome. Get more information and register (by 11 July) 
at www.arowwest.com.au . 

For those feeling it’s high time they made another visit to the Mallee-Wimmera, the Flindmarsh planting weekend will be based at Rain¬ 
bow this year, with planting on the Saturday and bus trips, including one to Wyperfeld National Park, on Sunday. Go to 
www.hindmarshlanclcare.ora.au for more information and registration. 


And if you like pulling things out more than putting things in, don’t forget our next Boneseeding day at the You Yangs on Saturday 23 
August. 
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Out and about: Otway land snails 


...Valda Dedman 


W hen I read about a snail, found on the April 

excursion to Distillery Creek, that was not the Otway 
Black Snail, I wondered just which species it was and how 
many such snails might be on the Otways. And of course 
there are many, both carnivorous and herbivorous, both 
native and introduced. Some are extremely tiny with a 
shell of only one or two millimetres, but they can be very 
beautiful for all that. Little is known of the biology of many 
of these species and it is rare to see a photo of a live 
specimen. Some are endemic to the Otways and are 
regarded as vulnerable, but although they may be listed 
under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act, 1988, (FFG 
Act), only the best known, the Black Otway Snail has 
anything approaching an Action Statement and action 
seems to proceed at less than a snail's pace. Out of sight, 
out of mind? Yet all these land snails are an essential part 
of the ecosystem. 

Carnivorous Land Snails 

These animals have no jaw and possess long curved, 
backward-pointing teeth arranged in v-shaped rows on the 
radula, which help them to hold prey while devouring it. 
They eat invertebrates, including earthworms, insect 
larvae and other snails. 

Otway Black Snail Victaphanta compacta 20-25 mm 
These snails are endemic to the Otways, and are found in 
deep litter in the rainforest. They are mostly nocturnal but 
are seen during the day during cool, damp weather and 
we have often found the empty shells. The body of the 
snail is grey-blue to black; the shell is spherical with four 
whorls and varies from a glossy dark brown to black with 
varying tinges of yellow-brown on the inner whorl. The 



shell is positioned towards the tail of the body, is thin, light 
weight and moderately flexible. They probably live for two 
to eight years, although little is known about their life 
span. They do not eat their own species. They seem to 
prefer sites with leaf litter, including around the base of 
trees and tree ferns. They have also been found in pine 
plantations in the Aire Valley. They have been observed 
mating during September. They lay clumps of small (2-3 
mm), hard white eggs. Status. Endangered. They are very 
susceptible to changes in their habitat. Bush rats are 


known to prey on them. The Draft Action Statement that 
was produced for comment in April 2010 had 
recommendations for regular monitoring, a survey and 
recording on the Victorian Fauna Database. 

Gippsland Black Snail or Orange-frilled Snail 
Victaphanta atramentaria 30-34 mm 
This has been recorded, but rarely, from the Otways. Its 
domain is in eastern Victoria. It resembles the Otway 
Black Snail, but is significantly bigger and has an orange 
frill around the foot and orange viscous mucus, both of 
which are absent in the Otway Black. Status. Near 
threatened. 

Coarse-ribbed Carnivorous Snail Tasmaphena ruga 

6-10 mm 

A small, dark yellow snail found in damp situations in 
forest and woodland scrub. It occurs throughout southern 
Victoria and Tasmania. It has been collected from Turtons 
Track in 1994 and the Parker River area in 1976 and 
1998. 

Austrorhytida capillacea 12-18 mm 
Shell thin with 4-5 whorls, light yellow. In damp situations 
in forest and woodland scrub. Four Otway museum 
records including Maits Rest. Mostly NSW. 

Gawler Land Snail Strangesta gawleri 14-18 mm 
A medium sized snail that occurs in the south western part 
of Victoria and into South Australia. It is shiny and dark 
honey to reddish-brown in colour. It is found under ground 
cover in dry forest to woodland scrub and coastal heath. 
October 1971 T. Pescott supplied a preserved specimen 
from Anglesea to Museum Victoria. It was recorded from 
Beauchamp Falls in 1992, (and also from the junction of 
Native Hut Creek and the Barwon in 1972). 

Dyer's Carnivorous Snail Prolesophanta dyeri 

3-4 mm 

A tiny shell with a large outer whorl, found in damp 
situations in rainforest and wet sclerophyll forest. It has a 
sculpture of fine growth lines, or maybe smooth. It is very 
pale horn in colour, almost transparent, with rays of dark 
red to chocolate brown. 

Herbivorous Snails 

These have a radula with large numbers of small 
multicuspid teeth used like a rasp or file. They have 
prominent jaws, long intestines and short buccal masses. 

Pinhead Spot Paralaoma caputspinulae 1.5-2 mm 
Tiny, found throughout S.E. Australia, under bark litter or 
rocks in dry woodland, commonly in litter at base of large 
River Red Gums. Pale yellow to brown. 

Laomavix collisi 1.5-2 mm 

Another tiny shell, found in litter and on low vegetation in 
forest or open woodland scrub, throughout S.E. Australia. 
Pale horn colour. 
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Miselaoma weldii 1-2 mm 

Found in a few scattered localities in northern Tasmania 
and southern Victoria, on moss and litter in wet sclerophyll 
forests. Pale horn in colour. Rarely collected because 
they are so tiny. 

Miselaoma parvissima 1-2 mm 
May be in southern Victoria. 

Magilaomapenolensis 34 mm 

Found throughout S.E. Australia on litter and ground 

vegetation in drier and coastal areas. In Tasmania it is 

mainly in coastal dunes. Pale yellow to dark brown, very 

variable. 

Turbolaoma turbinuloidea 2 mm 

Shell is very turbinate, with 4-5 whorls, like a miniature 
turban. It is found in litter in wet sclerophyll forests in 
southwest Victoria, with an outlier population around 
Bairnsdale. 

Elsothera murrayana 7-8 mm 

Brown, with five whorls and an almost flat spire. Has also 
been found at Floating Islands Reserve, in October 2009. 

Allocharopa erskinensis 2-3 mm 
Another Otway endemic that is very rare. It has a sunken 
spire, tight coiling. Cream, glossy, with a sculpture of fine 
close radial riblets. Very beautiful. Found under decaying 
logs and in litter. It is listed as Vulnerable in the lUCN 
(International Union for Conservation of Nature) Red Book 
2010, but has no real protection. It was first described by 
Charles Gabriel who collected it at Lome near the 
Sanctuary, which was beside the Erskine River near 
Lome. Most museum records are from this area; it has 
also been collected from Maits Rest in the 1970s (a time 
of great collecting activity), Cumberland River, Jamieson 
River, Blanket Leaf and the Cld Beechy Trail. 

Pernagera tamarensis shell more than 4 mm 
Very wide umbilicus, spaced ribs. It has been found at 
Apollo Bay and the Jamieson River (as well as in the 
Stony Rises). 

Pernagera gatliffi shell less than 4 mm 
Medium umbilicus, ribs close. Very beautiful. Appears to 
be very localised to the Lome area. Holotype at Splitters 
Falls. lUCN vulnerable. Listed in Victoria as Endangered. 

Geminoropa scindocataracta 1-2 mm 
Rare and endemic to the wet forest and rainforest areas of 
the Ctways. Shell is cream colour with pale streaks, 4-5 
spiral whorls and very fine radial ribs. Found in litter and 
under logs. The name is derived from the type locality. 
Splitters Falls near Lome. FFG listed. 

Oreomava otwayensis 2-3 mm 
In litter in woodland scrub. Pale chestnut shell. In spite of 
its name, most museum records are not from the Ctways, 
although it was collected at Cumberland River falls (1938), 
Lome and Cape Ctway. 

Southern Hairy Red Snail Austrochloritis victoriae 

12-20 mm 

Medium, solid, spirally coiled shell of dark reddish-brown 
with close fine hairs densely covering surface in fine 
velvet. In litter in forest and woodland scrub. Absence of 


dart in reproductive system. Many western Ctway records, 
including Melba Gully, Cape Ctway. Cn 11 Cctober 1973 
Dave King collected one at Cumberland River, Lome and 
in August 1984 he collected one at Angahook, near the 
creek, 200 m north of the picnic area. 

Native Slugs 

These are part of the Ctway terrestrial mollusc fauna. 
Slugs, by reducing or eliminating the shell, can occupy 
small spaces. They are much more mobile than snails. 
There are eight families of slugs in Australia, five 
introduced and likely to be garden pests. The native 
Ctway species are harmless and help to recycle litter. 

Cystopelta purpurea 10-14 mm 
Distinguished from all other slugs by their body form, 
which has a humped visceral mass and a flat tail with 
central venation. Grey-brown to dark brown to light greeny 
-grey, sometimes with black, white and brown flecks and 
blotches. Mucus thin, non-viscous, colourless. There is no 
trace of a shell. It is found in forest and woodland scrub, in 
littler, under logs and bark. Commonly found resting inside 
rolled up loose bark hanging on eucalypts, sometimes 
many metres above the ground. Locations include 1913 
east of Beech Forest, 1946 Forrest, 1973 near Elliot River. 

Half-slug Helicarion n/ger 8-13 mm 
Reduced, very fragile, transparent shell with very wide 
aperture into which the body is too large to withdraw 
completely. Very quick and active with mantle lappets that 
can cover its orange-yellow shell. Animal black to grey to 
pinkish-buff with dark extremities. In 2004 Dave King 
found several of these at Mt Sabine in leaf litter and strips 
of bark. (See Geelong Naturalist, 40 (6), p. 5). 

A few facts about snails 

You can learn a great deal by reading The Sound of a 
Wild Snail Eating, by Elizabeth Bishop, which we 
discussed at the Eco Book Group last year. 

Snails move by contracting and relaxing muscles in their 
foot and special glands produce mucus which helps them 
move over rough and vertical surfaces. Snails may close 
off their opening with mucus in dry periods and only 
become active again when there is enough moisture. 
Mucus also acts as a glue to help the snail stick to hard 
surfaces and as a lubricant to help it climb vertically. 

Eating 

The radula is a chitinous ribbon equipped with teeth in 
rows, that moves like a pulley over the fleshy tongue 
(odontophore) beneath. New teeth are continually being 
formed at the posterior end of the radula as those at the 
front are worn out. The shape and arrangement of the 
teeth varies according to species and diet. Herbivorous 
snails that scrape their food from the surface need more 
teeth than carnivorous ones. A snail may have 100 000 
teeth. Herbivorous species are one of the very few higher 
animals which produce a special enzyme, a cellulase, 
which breaks down the main structural substance of 
plants, cellulose. 

Mating 

Terrestrial snails are hermaphrodites that may use 'love 
darts' during mating. The introduced garden snail and the 
non-native slugs use darts and also probably some of the 
Otway snails. Courtship rituals can take two hours or 
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twelve hours. Snails may circle each other for hours and 
then fire a dart. Slugs may entwine their bodies while 
standing on their tails. The dart, when present, is stored in 
a special sac within the body. It is made of calcium, chitin 
or cartilage and is covered with hormone-filled mucus 
when used. This is said to help the successful fertilization 
of the eggs, but is not part of the sperm transfer. Eggs are 
laid in small batches, generally hidden in soil in moist 
places. Land snails become mature from six weeks to five 
years. 

I have not dealt with introduced species, or those that live 
in mud on river banks. There are perhaps 2000 species of 
native land snails and slugs in Australia. New ones are still 
being discovered. Most of the Otway snails are so very 
tiny they can be overlooked and leaf litter must be carefully 
sifted for them. They are very fragile and easily damaged. 
The field guides show pictures of the shell, but not the 
living animal. However, they are still being found and even 
photographed. See the Bowerbird website: 
www.bowerbird.org.au/ projects. Land molluscs, though 
cryptic, are an important part of the Otway environment. 

The question still remains: which species was seen at 
Distillery Creek last April? It was attached to a rock at the 
top of a deep hole—a dry place. Was it a Gawler Land 
Snail, the species that Trevor found at Anglesea in 1971, 
or another Southern Hairy Red Snail from almost the 
identical area of Dave's 1984 specimen, or an entirely 
different species? Can you identify it from Alison Watson's 
photo? 

References 

Atlas of Living Austalia website <https:// www.ala.orq.au >. 

This site is invaluable as a guide to museum records of 


individual species and includes citizen science 
records. 

Biodiversity Information, Resources and Data (BIRD) 
website (bird.net.au) 

Burrell, C., Scott, B. & Yen, A.L. (2007) 'Habitat prefer¬ 
ences of the Otway Black Snail Victaphanta compacta 
(Cox and Hedley, 1912) (Rhytididae)', The Victorian 
Naturalist, vol. 124, no. 4, pp. 204-209. 

Otway Black Snail Draft Action Statement April 2010, 
Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN) website, 
(solmorg/ wp.. ./Otway-B la ck-S n a i l-d raft-actio n- 
statement-April-2010) 

Smith, B.J. & Kershaw, R.C. (1979) Field Guide to the 
Non-marine Molluscs of South Eastern Australia, ANU 
Press, Canberra. 



Snail at Distillery Creek Photo: Alison Watson 
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Urquhart’s Bluff fauna survey 
5-8 June 2014 

All trapping undertaken in accordance with our DSE permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 
GPS 55 249158E, 5741516N, alt 50m 


...Trevor Pescott 


U rquhart’s Bluff lies between Anglesea and Airey’s Inlet in the 
Eastern Otways section of the Great Otway National Park. 

On its seaward boundary are 50 m tall cliffs, and the Great Ocean 
Road is on the inland side. The vegetation is a coastal heathland 
comprising a variety of plants growing to about 0.5 m tall, the 
plants increasing in height once rising land is reached close to the 
road. Between the heathland and the Messmate-dominated 
woodland is a strip of dense Prickly Teatree about 2m tall. 

The weather was cool but mainly fine. 

Elliott traps 

A total of 40 small Elliott traps were set on 5 June and checked 
each morning. They were baited with the standard herbivore mix 
of peanut butter, golden syrup and oatmeal. Dacron filling was 
placed in each trap for bedding, and the traps were enclosed in 
plastic sleeves to keep them dry. 

They were set in a series of lines as follows: 

E1-6 in heath and low teatree on wet soil below the road. 

E7-12 in 2 m tall Prickly Teatree. 

E13-15 in 1 m tall teatree and heath. 

E16-40 in low heathland (about 0.5 m high) with scattered 
patches of stunted Messmate and other trees. 


Results 

6/6/14 

El 

Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes 


E12 

Bush Rat wt. 117 g 

7/6/14 

E3 

Bush Rat wt. 113 g 


E8 

Bush Rat wt. 119 g 


E13 

Bush Rat wt. 136 g 

8/6/14 

E2 

Bush Rat wt. 126 g 


E4 

Bush Rat wt. 112 g 


E14 

Bush Rat wt. 143 g 


E15 

Bush Rat wt. 132 g 


Comments 

Overall, it was a disappointing result. The animals caught were in 
the taller heath or teatree on the inland edge of the broad, low 
heathland. Most of the traps were set in this low heathland, but 
these did not catch any animals. 



Fauna survey paparazzi! Photo: Alison Watson 


Mammals noted 


Short-beaked Echidna 

Diggings noted. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

Many scats found. 

Black (Swamp Wallaby) 

One seen. 

Bush Rat 

9 trapped. 

Humpback Whale 

At least one seen, breaching and 
blowing but too far out to sea to 
obtain photographs. 

Red Fox 

Scats noted. 


Bird list 


Australasian Gannet 

Noted flying offshore. 

Peregrine Falcon 

One seen. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Common. 

Superb Fairy-wren 

A few noted. 

Eastern Spinebill 

Several seen. 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Migrating flocks*. 

White-eared Honeyeater 

Several seen. 

Red Wattlebird 

A few birds observed. 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Present. 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

Migrating flocks*. 

White-naped Honeyeater 

Migrating flocks*. 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

A few seen. 

Australian Magpie 

Present. 

Grey Currawong 

Heard and seen. 

Raven sp 

Two noted. 

Silvereye 

Migrating flocks*. 

Welcome Swallow 

Common. 


*on 06/06/14, and to a lesser degree on the following mornings, 
there was a steady stream of honeyeaters and Silvereyes flying 
over the site, moving eastward towards Anglesea. It was difficult 
to gauge numbers of birds seen, but it would certainly have run 
into the hundreds. We were present on-site from about 8.30 to 
10.30 a.m. and the birds were present through much of the time. 



Bush Rat Photo: Phil Watson 
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Plants noted on the low heathland during the survey 


Astroioma humifusum 

Cranberry Heath 

Banksia marginata 

Silver Banksia 

Cassytha meiantha 

Dodder Laurel 

?Ciadia sp. 

Coral Lichen 

Cryptandra tormentosa 

Prickly Cryptandra 

Drossra whittakeri 

Scented Sundew 

Epachris impressa 

Common Heath 

Eucaiyptus obiiqua 

Messmate 

Eucaiyptus ovata 

Swamp Gum 

Gahnia sp. 

Sedge 

Hibbertia riparia 

Erect Guinea-flower 

Lasiopetaium baueri 

Slender Velvet-bush 

Lepidosperma fiiaforme 

Rapier-sedge 

Leptospermum continentaie 

Prickly Teatree 

Leptospermum myrsinoides 

Silky Teatree 

Lindsaea iinearis 

Screw Fern 

Meiaieuca ianceoiata 

Moonah 

Piatyiobium obtusanguium 

Common Flat-pea 

Pomaderris panicuiosa 

Coast Pomaderris 

Puitenaea daphnoides 

Large-leaf Bush-pea 

Schoenus brevicuimis 

Matted Bog-rush 

Spiridium parvifoiium 

Dusty Miller 


Reptiles 

Although we did not find any living reptiles or amphibians, we did 
discover an articulated skeleton of a snake lying on the ground. It 
was nearly complete, and not ‘crunched-up’ as it would have been 
if the snake had been the victim of a predator. 

Lying close to the line of vertebrae was what appeared to be 
partly-digested stomach contents, including some fur. 


We are still sorting out the material that we carefully collected, 
hopefully so we can get a better idea of what the snake had been 
feeding on. 

Forgotten Elliot Traps 

One of the discoveries made during our visit to the heathland 
were two small Elliott traps that had been left behind from another 
fauna foray. Whose traps they were we could not determine— 
certainly not ours as we haven’t trapped there before this time. 
One was still in good working order, the other appeared to have 
been trodden on. 

When we dismantled the traps we found skeletal remains of a 
small mammal in each trap. We will send the bones to the 
museum in Melbourne to have the species determined, but the 
nature of the jaw-bones suggest either antechinus or dunnart. 

Presumably the animals had died in the traps after being left 
behind. 

We are always particularly careful to mark each of the traps with a 
numbered marker, and our record sheets are set out so that each 
trap is ticked-off to confirm it has been checked. And we do a 
count of the traps at the end of the survey to ensure no trap is left 
behind. 

Thanks 

To Parks Victoria for permission to undertake the survey in the 
Great Otway National Park, and to Margaret, Alison, Phil, Shona, 
Chrissy, Tracey and Guy for helping set, check and collect the 
traps. 


Next fauna survey 

Floating Islands Reserve, Stony Rises 
3-6 July 2014 

In July 2011 we found two female Dusky Antechinuses with 
small pouch young. This seemed to be earlier than expected, 
judging by published data. Unfortunately we were unable to 
follow the progress of the young later in 2011. 

However in July 2013 we caught one female that had no 
obvious pouch development. 

So it will be interesting to see whether they have their young this 
July. 


Thursday 3 July: 1.00 p.m. meet at the large truck parking 
area on the Princes Highway about 20 km west of Colac, to set 
the traps (probably off Hawks Nest Road where we caught male 
and female Dusky Antechinuses in March 2014). 

Friday 4 July, Saturday 5 July and Sunday 6 July: 8.30 a.m. 

meet as above to check then collect the traps. 

This is a week eariier than i had intended but the foiiowing 
weekend is the winter wader count, and i want to avoid the 
dash of dates. 

Advance notice: 7-10 August — \Ne will return to the Anglesea 
area, either re-visiting Urquhart Bluff (but in a different area from 
June) or off Hurst Road east of the Eumeralla Scout Camp area. 

Contact Trevor 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 



Skeleton of a snake found on the heathland Photo: Trevor Pescott Taking in the view at Urquhart’s Bluff Photo: Alison Watson 
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GFNC excursion: 

‘Fungi and other iovely things’ at Ocean Grove Nature Reserve (OGNR) 

15 June 2014 


O cean Grove Nature Reserve is not a place one would 
immediately associate with an abundance of fungi! A 
comparatively dry area compared with the Otways, but of 
course much closer! 

Barry Lingham and I checked out the most likely areas a 
few days beforehand. I need not have been concerned 
that fungi appeared rather scarce—as will be revealed! 

We were very fortunate on the day to have Richard 
Hartland as our fungi leader. Richard is a member of the 
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria (FNCV) and worked for 
many years with the Soil Conservation Authority 
researching water yields from different catchments. 

Among his many involvements, he works as an 
environmental contractor restoring grasslands, removing 
environmental weeds and manages the White Elephant 
Reserve near Bacchus Marsh. He is an outstanding 
photographer (with a ‘point and shoot’ camera) and, as 
one associate advised us, ‘has photographed almost 
every species of wildflower in Victoria’. Richard uploads 
many of his photographs to the ‘Atlas of Living Australia’ 
website (https://www.ala.orq.au). 

Ten members and three visitors joined the excursion, and 
were welcomed to the CGNR by the President of the 
Friends of CGNR, Fiona Topolcsanyi. Fiona gave an 
overview of the reserve and provided us with a very 
welcome morning tea. 

Weather was overcast but dry, after about 20 mL of rain in 
the previous few days, including some quite drenching 
falls the day before our excursion. Promising for fungi! 

We scarcely got out of the door of the Visitor Centre 
before Richard had us looking under logs and finding the 
most wonderful array of fungal species—some so tiny and 
absolutely exquisite under a magnifying glass. There was 



Photo: David Cook 


...Diana Primrose 



Contemplating fungi Photo: Susan Kruss 


so much to see and identify (if possible!) and photograph, 
that we did not get as far as the gate to the Centre Track 
before we had to call a break for morning tea! After 
morning tea we ventured to the area where the forest 
mower had been working. Cnee again we did not get as 
far as the gate leading to this area! Heads down, refer¬ 
ence books out, cameras in action! Richard’s enthusiasm 
was infectious! We found so much within probably 50 
metres of the Visitor Centre! We returned to the Centre for 
lunch, which we enjoyed sitting and chatting in the sun. 
Richard had brought his lap-top and showed us some of 
his wonderful photographs. After lunch we ventured down 
Centre Track and to the dam/wetland area where there 
was a small amount of water. A few frog ‘songs’ and a 
quite impressive tall stemmed Rooting Shank were noted. 

A very concentrated ‘fungi day’ where we had our eyes 
opened to the beautiful little species that we often walk 
past without noticing. In addition to fungi we did see some 
Needle Hakea {Hakea sericea) in flower, some flowering 
Westringea, and the little yellow urn-like flowers of the 
Prickly Geebung {Persoonia juniperina) at the car park. 
Cur thanks to Gordon McCarthy and Graeme Tribe who 
noted the birds and other things that moved. Graeme 
noted masses of cicada shells beneath a Black Wattle 
{Acacia mearnsii) as he was searching for specimens of 
Cordyceps —however no Cordyceps were to be found on 
this excursion. 

We thanked Richard for such a great day. He was so 
generous with his time and expertise. He has also very 
kindly sent us some of the photos he took on the day— 
identified! We will keep these for reference. 
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NOTE: 


Just a sample of the fungi species we found... 



•jwwW' 


Regarding Australian Fungi Illustrated, I.R. McCann (Errata 
Lists) 


It was noted on our fungi excursion that some people had a 
copy of Ian McCann's book but had not received the errata 
lists that should have been included with it. 


Anyone who wishes to have an errata list please see Diana or 
leave a message and your address on 5250 1811. 


Photo: Susan Kruss 

Amanita sp. 

Photo: Richard Hartland 


Bovista sp. 
Photo: Richard Hartland 


Phaeotrametes decipiens 

Photo: Richard Hartland 


Bird list 

Compiled by Gordon McCarthy & Graeme Tribe 

Brown Falcon 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Black Falcon 

Golden Whistler 

Crimson Rosella 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Eastern Rosella 

Grey Butcherbird 

Red-rumped Parrot 

Australian Magpie 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Grey Currawong 

Striated Thornbill 

Grey Fantail 

Brown Thornbill 

Magpie-lark 

Spotted Pardalote 

Little Raven (flock 70) 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Flame Robin 

Red Wattlebird 

Welcome Swallow 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Common Blackbird 

Common Starling 


’Puff Bair species 

Agaricus augustus —Forest Mushrooms. 

Clavulina vinaceocervina —Coral Fungus (usually in drier 
areas). 

Coltriciella dependens 

Cortinarius sp.—biggest group; mycorrhizal; not many identi¬ 
fied, always on soil. 

Dictyopanus pusillus —‘Ping Pong Bats’ (strictly for fairies!); 
tiny, exquisite. 

Fomitopsis lilacinogilva —Lilac Bracket Fungi; one example 
in the Visitor Centre display. 

Galerina sp.—light brown; grow on moss. 

Hypocrea rufa —small; found in moist/wet forest habitat. 
Laccaria sp.—common after fire on bare ground. 

Lepiota sp.—creamy yellow with brown scales; all have gills 
and an annulus. 

Omphalotus nidiformis —Ghost Fungus; offset stem. 
Oudemansiella sp.—Rooting Shank. 

Perenniporia ochroleuca —Brown Bracket; on a log with a 
cockroach beside it! 

Phaeotrametes decipiens —^found on sheoak bark and wood 
in July (early!). 

Pholiota multi-singular 
PsUocybe copraphila —‘Dung Cap’. 

Pycnoporus coccineus —Scarlet Bracket Fungus; a sapro¬ 
phytic polypore. 

Resupinatus aff. merulioides —little cups under a log. 
Rickenella fibula —decurrent gills; grow on moss. 

Rigidoporus sp. 

Russula sp. 

Schizophyllum commune —‘split gills’. 

Stereum hirsutum —orange; on dead sheoak. 

Stereum illudens 
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Mycena kuurkacea Photo; Richard Hartland Resupinatus cinerescen Photo: Richard Hartland 



Lepiota Photo: Richard Hartland Photo; Susan Kruss 


Geelong Naturalist July 2014 11 




























What’s up 


...Dean Hewish 


T his month, the GFNC reached new heights. In fact, it was a 
height of somewhere around 30000 metres. This took us into 
the stratosphere and the very edge of space. 

This rather unlikely scenario was recorded on camera and came 
about courtesy of the Earth to Sky Calculus group in California, 
USA. Dr. Tony Phillips, who runs the spaceweather.com web site 
and is a science writer for NASA, started the project in 2010. 
Apparently he was teaching calculus to his daughter when he had 
the idea. The aim was to help high school students carry out 
cutting-edge high-altitude research using weather balloons 
launched to their maximum possible altitude. The group has plans 
to eventually launch their own satellite. 

Helium filled balloons are fitted with GPS tracking and other 
instruments, including temperature and radiation recorders. 

These capture the conditions at the upper edge of the Earth’s 
atmosphere. In addition, they sometimes carry odd passengers. A 
Barack Obama doll has flown on one mission and NASA’s rubber 
chicken mascot was a passenger on another flight. On-board 
cameras take pictures of the Earth and the passengers at 
extreme height. 

One mission took place during a partial solar eclipse, allowing the 
students to measure the effect of the eclipse on the upper 
atmosphere. Another mission was launched at the height of the 
Camelopardalids meteor shower, but unfortunately it did not 
capture any photographs of meteors, probably because the 


shower was not as intense as expected. Recently, the team sent 
up cultures of Halobacteria (very hardy bacteria normally found in 
salt lakes) to measure the effects on the bacteria of the low 
temperatures and high cosmic radiation at extreme altitude. 
Results of that experiment are looking interesting and the 
unfolding story can be found on spaceweather.com. 

Expansion of the helium in the low pressure of the upper 
atmosphere causes the balloons to eventually explode. The 
payloads then parachute back to the ground, usually in the vicinity 
of the Sierra Nevada mountain range. Occasionally the payloads 
have landed in awkward places like high up on cliffs and once in 
Death Valley, Arizona, during a sand storm. The students have 
always persevered and recovered the valuable experiments. 

To help raise money for the hardware and helium, the 
organisation offers, for a fee, to attach pictures to the balloon’s 
payload and photograph them at the maximum altitude. I couldn’t 
resist sending them our logo and the Club now has a picture of 
the logo taken at the edge of space. The picture is much more 
spectacular in colour. If you would like a copy of the original 
picture, send an email to the Club address ( info@qfnc.orq.au ) 
and I will forward one to you. 

The exploits of Earth to Sky Calculus can be followed on 
spaceweather.com and also on Facebook 
(httDs://www.facebook.com/Daqes/Earth-to-Skv- 

Calculus/174490502634920) . 



Photo courtesy Earth to Sky Calculus, California, USA. 


Additions to the library 


...Lorraine Phelan 


B Butterflies: Identification and Life History, 
Ross P. Field, Museunn Victoria, 2013 
[Donated by Ian Woodland] 



Moths of Victoria, Part 5: Satin Moths & Allies — 
Geometroidea (A), Marilyn Hewish, 
Entomological Society of Victoria, 2014 
(595.78 HEW) 
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Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
10 June 2014 

Western Australian wildflowers—Neil Macumber 

...Deborah Evans 


N eil is President of the Grampians group of the Australian 
Plant Society, and runs botanic tours to Western Australia 
with botanist Neil Marriott, who is a grevillea specialist. We were 
treated to a geography lesson on the national parks and 
outstanding plant diversity hot spots of southern WA and the 
coastal area north of Perth, accompanied by wonderful photos 
and notes from Neil on growing some of the amazing WA 
wildflowers here in Victoria. 

The fauna was not forgotten, with mention of endemic WA birds 
such as the Red-capped Parrot, whales, reptiles (including the 
Thorny Devil Moloch horridus —such a scary name for a small, 
harmless ant-eating creature—and Long-snouted Water-dragon 
Lophognathus longirostris) as well as numerous insects. 

Many botanic tours to WA are held around October, which is 
when many of the most spectacular plants are flowering and 
when the vast displays of wildflowers are at their best, but for the 
orchid fanciers, July and August are better months, so it’s hard for 
the botanist to see everything WA has to offer in one trip! 

There were far too many plants discussed to list them all, but 
some particularly striking ones were the many lechenaultias, 
including the Wreath Lechenaultia Lechenaultia macrantha 
growing in its distinctive wreath shape along the roadside. Then 


there were the grevilleas— Grevillea tenuiloba with its bright 
orange flowers, Grevillea dielsiana with its pendulous clusters of 
red or orange flowers, and Grevillea leucopteris with its masses of 
long creamy white flowers borne on leafless stems above the 
shrub—the darwinias, verticordias and scaevolas; the seemingly 
endless members of the daisy family; the peas, the Proteaceae 
and many, many more. 

Some of the key points for me were reminders that a lot of the 
pea flowers in particular are poisonous to stock (with the chemical 
used in 1080 poison being present in a number of WA plants): 
and the high incidence of insect and small mammal pollination of 
plants in WA, with less pollination by birds than occurs often in 
the east. The jewel beetles in particular are quite stunning and 
were once collected and used for brooches. 

The soils and climate in WA have provided the basis for the 
unique flora, and photos of the stunted heath plants and carpets 
of daisies in the weathered breakaway country around Kalbarri, 
buffeted by coastal winds and hot northerlies, were testament to 
the stunning displays nature can turn on in the harshest of 
environments. 



David’s note: 

The Banded Greenhood {Pterostylis sanguined) is one of our great 
autumn flowering native orchids. It flowers between May-July and in the 
Anglesea heath is classed as reasonably common and widespread in its 
flowering. Non-flowering plants have a rosette of 5-6 flat leaves. 

(Ref: Orchids of the Anglesea District by Everett Foster and Margaret 
MacDonald.) 

This photo was taken in the Gum Flats road area where the Banded 
Greenhood has been flowering well this season so far. 


Pterostylis sanguinea (Banded Greenhood) Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Membership renewals 


This is a final reminder to those of you who have not 
renewed your subscription to do so as soon as possible. 
Please also remember to send your renewal form in if you 
have paid by direct credit (we have a number of forms still 
outstanding) and to sign your forms, as this is now a 
requirement under the new Rules. 

Members who have not paid by 31 July will be removed 
from our Geelong Naturalist mailing list, so please don’t 
delay any longer. 

Renewal forms will be available at meetings or can be 
downloaded from the website. 

Deborah Evans, Honorary Treasurer 
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Butterfly report 


...Valda Dedman 


T he butterfly season is almost over. The last of the 
Common Browns and a Yellow Admiral on sunny 
mid-winter day were great sightings. There may be a stray 
Cabbage White still flying during July. It is important to 
note, however, when you do not see any butterflies and 
when the first of the new season arrives, possibly mid 
August. They have a very short absence, which is one of 
the reasons they are so widespread and numerous in our 
region. There could be surprises, though. Last year a 
Monarch was seen in mid July. 

Observers: CMo, Craig Morley; DTy, David Tyther- 
leigh; GFI, Glenn Fletcher; GL, Grace Lewis; JN, John 
Newman; RL, Rod Lowther; TFI, Tom Fletcher. 



Imperial Jezebel 

16/05/14 

Duck Island, Swan Bay. 1, possibly female, quite 'sooty'. 

CMo, RL 

Cabbage White 

16/05/14 

Duck Island, Swan Bay. 1. 

CMo, RL 


31/05/14 

Ceres. 1 flew across road with farm paddocks either side. 

JN 


18/06/14 

Newtown, Scenic Rd near Queen Park bridge.1 flying along roadside. 

JN 


21/06/14 

Woodlands Ave, Ocean Grove. 1 in garden. 

TFI, GFI 

Common Brown 

21/06/4 

Barwon Pleads Bluff. 1 flying swiftly along the track at the edge of the bluff. 

TFI, GFI 

Meadow Argus 

30/05/4 

Ironbark Rd, nearWerribee Gorge SP 37°40'96"S 144°20'93"E, 10+ basking on 
basalt stones near railway tracks & flying around in small groups of 2 to 5. 

GL 

Yellow Admiral 

30/05/14 

Ironbark Rd (Ingliston Rd) 37°39'59.31"S 144°20'75"E. 1 flying around in wood¬ 
land on track adjacent to railway line. 

GL 


21/06/14 

You Yangs, Stockyards. 1 at 1.00 p.m., sunny. 

CMo, DTy, JN 


Australian Plants Society Grampians Group 

Pomonal Native Flower Show 

Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 October 2014 

Pomonal Hall 
9.30 a.m.—5.00 p.m. 

Adults $5 Children Free 

Hundreds of named specimens on display 

Plants—Books—Art—Cut Flowers 

Refreshments—Open Gardens 

Contact: dlhandscombe@bigpond.com 
or 

0407 700 843 



Grey Butcherbird, Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Interruptions 


I t was a quiet, still, blue-sky day, but I was inside, bent 
over piles of examination papers. The calls of the 
Common Bulbul and chirrups of sparrows. Grey-headed 
and European, scarcely penetrated my consciousness. 
Then there was a movement on the verandah. It was the 
Spotted Morning-thrush on its rounds, hopping along the 
parapet. 

‘Sing!’ I told it, knowing its calls would nearly deafen me at 
that close range. But it was too busy looking for insects, 
stragglers from the night. I turned back to my work. 

Some time later I chanced to look up, out to the bare 
branches of the cassia opposite the house. It is deciduous 
and has lost its leaves, like many trees native to this area, 
in deference to the advancing Dry Season. Its long grey 
pods are in the process of splitting, providing ripe seeds for 
those interested as well as places for insects to lodge. 
What was that white-looking shape? Fortunately my 
binoculars were handy, beside the papers, and through the 
fly-wire door I could see that it was White-headed 
Barbetl Only the second one I have ever seen here! It is a 
fairly large bird, not beautiful compared with many others 
we have, but interesting. It has a huge grey serrated beak 
which it was wielding with a will to extract some of those 
nutritious-looking seeds. Its wings and back are dark 
brown, somewhat mottled with white, but it is otherwise 
bright-white. Maybe its gurgling sounds are some of those I 
have heard lately. 

It was feeding there for a while. When it disappeared I 
returned to the papers. 


...Lynne Clarke 

Time passed quietly, until there was a rapid tapping sound, 
and I looked up. A dead branch in the 
poinciana tree by the house was quivering, out of step with 
the gentle movement of the rest of the tree. Again I could 
see through the window with binoculars without 
disturbing the bird. Yes, a female Nubian Woodpecker was 
furiously attacking this slender branch, too small, I would 
have thought, for her attention, her scarlet cap 
vibrating with each movement. But some little thing was 
hiding there and her persistence paid off. 

‘Discipline!’ I told myself, going back to work. 

There was another movement in the cassia. This time it 
was a cat, his tabby coat blending amazingly with the 
dense tangled grey branches. Did he know that he had 
excellent camouflage there? It did not deceive the 
Morning-thrushes, as five of them came to torment him, 
giving their loud alarm calls. I had not known we had so 
many living here. It was probably a family with juveniles. 

Two of them continued bravely until the cat departed. 

Over lunch on the verandah, I gave myself time to let my 
gaze wander. The female Scarlet-chested Sunbird was 
dominating the little red flowers to such an extent that she 
chased away the exquisite male Variable Sunbird when he 
came for his regular snack. The flock of Speckled Mouse- 
birds descended on the cassia, ran and tumbled all over it, 
swinging their long tails, prizing away those delicious 
seeds, showing off their little pink feet. Spotted 
Morning-thrushes sang from many perches, and the 
Lesser Striped Swallow mewed, soared and flitted above. 

Just another quiet day in Africa. 


PHOTO AND ART SHOW 
Naturalists, photographers and artists! 

You are invited to join in a show at a friendly Geelong gallery. 

‘Birds’ - The Heather Gibbs Memorial Art Prize is open to amateur and professional artists and photographers; all 
comers welcome. The exhibition is to commemorate Heather Gibbs, who passed away in 2012. She was a keen bird 
observer, environmentalist, researcher, past member of GFNC and the Wader Group of Birdlife Australia. It is hoped 

that this will be an annual event in memory of Heather. 

Your work will be exhibited in October, with prizes awarded for photography, painting, works on paper and the $500 

Heather Gibbs Prize for excellence. 

Entry forms and details are available from: 

Jan Synot 

Art is...studios and gallery 
Level 1, 64 Little Malop Street 
Geelong 3220 
Mobile: 0421 969 230 
www.artisaeelona.com 
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Fauna report 


...Trevor Pescott 


A n interesting observation of echidnas by Wendy and 
Colin Cook, and the hazards of powerlines to flying- 
foxes, are included in the fauna report. 

Humpback Whales have been seen offshore, but no 
Southern Rights have been reported so far this year. 

A brief walk through Little River Ripley Reserve, a City of 
Greater Geelong managed open space, didn’t produce any 
unexpected fauna; however, a survey in summer is likely to 
indicate the presence of bats and reptiles. 

The sighting by Guy Dutson of a sun-basking White-lipped 
Snake at the Parker River in the Otways is an unusual winter 
record, while the presence of three frog species, identified by 
their distinctive calls, at Jerringot, reinforces the high 
ecological value of this urban wetland. 

Interesting echidna behaviour 

While driving along Eclipse Road yesterday, we noticed an 
echidna crossing ahead of us. When we stopped to look, 
Wendy noticed another echidna on the opposite side of the 
road. Both echidnas appeared to have taken up residence in 
a concrete pipe running under the road. They had crossed 
the road so often they had left tracks on the road and at the 
pipe entrance.’ (Colin Cook 16/06/14). 

What was happening is a bit of a mystery, but one 
suggestion is that the two echidnas seen were not the only 
ones to have been actively involved. 

This time of the year is the echidna breeding season, and 
females will often attract a ‘train’ of followers, as many as 10 
males attempting to become successful in mating with her. 

As Wendy suggested, perhaps the female had sought 
shelter in the pipe—effectively an artificial hollow log—to 
escape them, and the males’ attempts to reach her had sent 
them back and forth across the road. Or she may have led 
them through the pipe and over the road a couple of times. 

A later check revealed the pipe to be empty. 

Whether females mate with more than one male is not 
known; gestation is between 21 and 28 days, then a 
single leathery egg is laid directly into her pouch. 



Brown Hare squat. Little River Ripley Reserve Photo: Trevor Pescott 


She will then retreat to a short nursery burrow or similar 
retreat. The young is born after about 10 days, and attaches 
itself to one of the two milk patches in her pouch. It is about 
1.5 cm long at birth. 

The female rarely leaves her nursery burrow for the 52 or so 
days the young is in her pouch, but then, as the young 
develops spines, it is left alone in a nest made of grass or 
leaves in the burrow. 

She returns to suckle the young at intervals of between 
three and 10 days, but at each feed the young ingests as 
much as 20 per cent of its weight in rich milk. 

The young remains in the nursery nest until it is fully spined 
at about six months, is weaned soon after, but may continue 
to forage and share shelter sites with its mother until it is 
between nine and 12 months old. 

(Ref: Menkhorst, Peter W. (ed.) (1995). Mammals of Victoria, 
OUP. Sth Melbourne.) 

Identifying Koalas by their nose patterns 

In 1998, Janine Duffy of Echidna Walkabout Tours, and her 
Koala study team devised a non-invasive method of 
identifying individuals by the pattern on their noses. The 
patterns proved to be as individual as human finger-prints. 
Now this process is being recognised as scientifically-valid 
in a presentation to the ‘Pathways 2014—Common Futures, 
Integrating Human Dimensions into Fisheries & Wildlife 
Management’ conference hosted by Colorado State 
University. 

Janine, along with two Assistant Professors from Kansas 
State University (Dr Jeff Skibins and Dr Peg McBee), will 
present a paper titled As plain as the nose on their face: 
efficacy of nostril pigment patterns in identifying individual 
koalas. 

Much of the development of the ID technique was 
undertaken by Janine and her team at the You Yangs and 
Brisbane Ranges. 

Congratulations, Janine, it is a wonderful achievement for 
you and your dedicated team of Koala researchers. 



Spotted Marsh Frog, Old Melbourne Rd Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 

2 

15/06/14 

Eclipse Rd, Brisbane Ranges. See note above. 

CC 

Koala 

2 

13/06/14 

Mt Porndon, Stony Rises. 

LB 

Common Brushtail Possum 


20/06/14 

Little River Ripley Reserve, scats under red gums. 

TP 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

2 

10/06/14 

Swan Bay end of Anderson’s Road, disturbed from 
among tussocks. 

GMc 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

1 

13/06/14 

Mt Leura, Camperdown. 

TP 


1 

14/06/14 

Beside Messmate Tk, Anglesea. 

JN 


3 

20/06/14 

Along Manna Gum Tk, Brisbane Ranges Nat. Pk. 

JN 


2 

20/06/14 

Little River Ripley Reserve. 

TP 

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

1 

11/06/14 

Belmont: electrocuted on powerlines running through old Moreton Bay 
fig-trees at the former South Barwon Council offices. The trees have been 
trimmed around the powerlines, creating a hazard for the flying-foxes that 
come to feed on the figs. 

TP 

Water Rat 

1 

22/06/14 

Yollinko Fishing platform, swimming in the river, then climbed onto a snag for 
a quick shake of its fur, and returned to swim downstream. 

SQ 

Brown Hare 

1 

20/06/14 

Little River Ripley Reserve, disturbed from squat. 

TP 

Humpback whale 

3 

09/06/14 

Offshore from Hutt Gully near Airey’s Inlet. 

AL 




Echidna paths across Elipse Road 


Photo: Colin Cook 


Echidna courtship ‘train’. Black Hill Reserve, Kyneton, July 1993 

Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Reptiles and amphibians (Herbs) 


Marbled Gecko 

1 

18/05/14 

Eton Road, Belmont, a very dark individual. 

JH 

White-lipped Snake 

1 

15/05/14 

Parker Point, Cape Otway, sun-basking. 

GD 

Southern Brown Tree Frog 


16/06/14 

Several heard calling during the morning from Jerringot on the Belmont 
Common. 

TP 

Spotted Marsh Frog 

2 

18/06/14 

Under separate tiles along Old Melbourne Road near Little River. 

AS, TP 

Striped Marsh Frog 


04/06/14 

Several calling from beside the drain that runs beside the cycle path at 
Jerringot. They were identified by their ‘cluck’ call. 

TP 

Common Froglet 


04/06/14 

Many calling, Jerringot. 

TP 


Observers: AL, Aaron Ledden (Parks Vic); AS, Alex Shackleton; GD, Guy Dutson; GMc, Gordon McCarthy: LB, Lance 
Brequet; JH, Joe Hubbard; JN, John Newman; SQ, Stuart Quick; TP, Trevor Pescott; CC, Colin Cook. 
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Bird observations 


May-June 2014 

...John Newman, Rod Lowther & Craig Morley 


C older shorter days over this month have not kept 
birders away from the many varied habitats of our 
wonderful local area. Freckled Ducks continue to be seen in 
extraordinary numbers with Begola Wetlands in 
Collendina a recent hotspot. Potential movement between 
this wetland and the more usual sites at Drysdale requires 
some investigation. Many duck records have been 
reported this month and the currently elusive Australasian 
Grebe has been sighted at Lake Lome. Wintering Cattle 
Egrets are still being sighted and a very large flock of 
Royals Spoonbills in the urban Jerringot wetlands was a 
thrill. A record of a Sooty and a Pied Oystercatcher being 
closely associated bears watching as we do have rare 
records of breeding attempts by such a pair previously. 
Wintering Hooded Plover flocks have continued to be sight¬ 
ed this month and a large flock of White-fronted Terns at 
Barham River mouth is a reliable location for these 
otherwise scarce winter visitors. 


More wintering flocks have been reported with 
Blue-winged Parrots in good numbers around our coastal 
saltmarshes. A winter record of the migratory Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo at Serendip is unusual. Guy Dutson has 
recorded numerous scarce heathland species throughout 
the Otways and our rich honeyeater list has been very 
apparent this month from numerous locations. Whitefaces 
are not often recorded in the Geelong region but are 
resident at the You Yangs and the June records show it is a 
wonderful time of the year to be chasing robins. 

Observers: CMo, Craig Morley: DCk, David Cook; DHe, Dean 
Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; FS, Frank Scheelings; GD, Guy 
Dutson; GL, Grace Lewis; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JDg, Jeff 
Dagg: JN, John Newman; MG, Maddie Glynn; MHe, Marilyn Hew¬ 
ish; PKw. Penne Kwiat; PT, Peter Turner; RT, Rosemary Turner; 
RWo, Russell Woodford; SKu, Susan Kruss; TFI, Tom Fletcher; 
TPe, Tracey Pennington. 


Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs 

Brown Quaii 

2 

27/05/14 

Pt Henry 

Flushed from Coast Saltbush and weedy (non-indigenous) grasses. Dropped 
into saltmarsh; not seen again. 

GL 

Freckled Duck 

285 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. On 07/06,175. 

GD; per GD 


171 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

McLeods Holes. N, 63; S, 108. On 07/06, N, 300; S 50. 

GD; per GD 


5 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Shell Rd. Banvon Water Reservoir. 

GD 


260 

12/06/14 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands. On 07/06, 200. 

GD; per GD 


50+ 

14/06/14 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands. 

RWo 

Pink-eared duck 

8 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

GD 


45 

8/06/14 

Lake Victoria 


GD 

Australasian Shoveler 

20 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

GD 

Hardhead 

16 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

GD 


1 

14/06/14 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands. 

CMo, DTy 

Blue-billed Duck 

26 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

GD 


50 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Shell Rd. Bara/on Water Reservoir. 

GD 

Australasian Grebe 

4 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

GD 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

14 

14/06/14 

Barwon Estuary 

Ocean Grove Boat ramp. Rafts of 6, 8. 

CMo, DTy 


50 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

GD 

Cattle Egret 

20+ 

30/05/14 

Corio 

Geelong Ring Rd. Abattoir adj. Sunning (poss. roosting?) in pines. Fog still 
around; perhaps a bit cold for foraging on ground; 9.30 a.m. 

GL 


8 

24/05/14 

Mt Duneed 

Whites Rd. In paddocks with cattle. 

CMo, DTy 

Nankeen Night-Heron 

2 

31/0514 

Breakwater 

Ad, juv roosting in willow trees on S side of Old Breakwater bridge. 1 obs in 
same spot/area on several prev occasions. 

DTy 


4 

30/05/14 

Connewarre 

Tait Pt. Private property. Roosting in Pine tree; overlooking Lake Connewarre. 

PKw 

Straw-necked Ibis 

P 

10/06/14 

Breamlea 

Blackgate Rd. Reasonably large flocks heading to roost(?), flying SW twds 
Torquay; nr sunset. Also prev few days. 

TFI 

Royal Spoonbill 

34 

31/05/14 

Belmont Common 

Jerringot. Large group obs resting on W edge bank; pm. 

DTy 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

1 

14/06/14 

Barwon Estuary 

Ocean Grove Boat ramp. Ad. flying downstream then turned E. 

CMo, DTy 

Black Kite 

50+ 

11/06/14 

Avalon 

Beach Rd. Flying about over stubble fire. 

TFI 


1 

20/05/14 

Waurn Ponds 

Swooping food item off road, narrowly missed by car. 

JN 


1 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

Toynes Rd. OH. 

CMo,JN,DTy 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

07/06/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Perched on high branch waiting and watching over gardens; 

1.00 p.m. Hunting. 

CMo 


1 

24/05/14 

Queens Pk 

Banwon River. M. With prey. Harassed by White-plumed Honeyeaters. 

FS 


1 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

Toynes Rd. Imm. Hunting over open ground. Circling to gain height then closed 
wings and dropped making unsuccessful lunges at Welcome Swallows. 

CMo,JN,DTy 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

1 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

Drysdale Rd to Stockyards return. In rising/dropping display. 

CMo,JN,DTy 

Little Eagle 

3 

11/06/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Stony Ck Reservoir. Flying above reservoir chased by Magpie. 

PT,RT 


3 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. Together; 1 dark morph. 

GD 


1 

24/05/14 

Waurn Ponds 

Ghazeepore Rd/Boundary Rd cnr. Light morph imm; ginger colouration on 
neck. Briefly on ground in paddock; circling OH drifting off, stooped at shrubs; 
to flush(?) prey. Hunting. 

CMo, DTy 

Australian Hobby 

1 

14/06/14 

Geelong East 

Verner St. Small bird (M) flying OH at speed banking and skimming through 
gardens; dusk Hunting. 

DTy 


1 

03/06/14 

Highton 

Flying low over houses. Hunting. 

JN 


2 

31/05/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. F and M flying OH from W to E. F leading and M appeared to be 
chasing and interacting and calling; 8.00 a.m. 



1 

08/06/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. In low, rapid, direct flight along tree and rooftops; 8.45 a.m. 

Hunting. 

CMo 

Eurasian Coot 

275 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

GD 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

7/06/14 

Moolap 

Stingaree Bay. Shoreline. Foraging and keeping close company with an 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher. 

DTy 

Black-winged Stilt 

45 

08/06/14 

Freshwater Lake 


GD 

Hooded Plover 

11 

08/06/14 

Lake Victoria 

Collendina Lake. To W of reserve. Winter flock. 

GD 


10 

19/06/14 

Thirteenth Beach 

Winter flock. 

GD 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

4 

12/06/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

GD 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs 

Masked Lapwing 

4 

05/06/14 

Whiitington 

Coppards Rd. Nr Splashdown, Pr with 2 fluff ball chicks. 1st yg sighted for this 
breeding season by obs. 

JDg 

Curiew Sandpiper 

3 

29/05/14 

Lake Murtnaghurt 

Feeding with 100+ Red-necked Stints. 

PKw 

Fairy Tern 

5 

08/06/14 

Lake Victoria 


GD 

White-fronted Tern 

30e 

14/06/14 

Apollo Bay 

Barham River mouth. Resting on sandy shore. Regular at this site. 

MHe,DHe 

Yeiiow-taiied Black-Cockatoo 

9 

02/06/14 

Eastern Pk 

Flying S nr Geelong HS. 

GL 


20 

31/05/14 

Geelong East 

E Cemetery. Group resting /interacting in various trees within cemetery 
grounds; along N edge. Group flew off in direction of Eastern Pk; am. 

DTy 


65+ 

24/05/14 

Highton 

Jewell PI. Flying OH, twds SE. 

RT,PT 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

4 

12/06/14 

Hamlyn Heights 

Forfar Rd. M, 3 Fs. Feeding in crab apple tree. 

DCk 


6 

07/06/14 

Highton 

Clydesdale Way. Working their way along st with Lemon-scented gums over 
previous wk, devouring fresh gumnuts, leaving an ever lengthening trail along 
footpath. 

JN 


5 

27/05/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Also hd occasionally in prev wk. 

CMo 

Galah 

130+ 

05/06/14 

Belmont 

McDonalds Reserve/Clairvaux PS. At least 130 noisily congregated in flower¬ 
ing gums; nr sunset. Flew off to NW in small groups. 

JN 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

24 

24/05/14 

Freshwater Ck 

Township. Flocks of 2-6 coming in to roost(?) in big River Red Gum. 

CMo, DTy 

Blue-winged Parrot 

50+ 

27/05/14 

Breamlea 

Saltmarsh 

Blackgate Rd. On fence and feeding on Beaded Glasswort. 50 counted, but 
more present. 

TPe 


100+ 

04/06/14 

Breamlea 

Saltmarsh 

Blackgate Rd. Perched on fence or feeding in saltmarsh on N Side. Also 05/06 
present. 

PKw 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

1 

17/06/14 

Serendip 

Windermere Rd. Ad. hd and briefly seen at main entrance. Unusual winter 
record of sp in region. 

RWo 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

2 

24/0514 

Freshwater Ck 

Township. At least 1 calling. Chased several times by Magpie. 

CMo, DTy 

Southern Boobook 

1 

17/06/14 

Drysdale 

Bellarine Hwy. Taking into care. Prob hit by car. 

per MG 

Satin Bowerbird 

2 

25/05/14 

Wensleydale 

Green birds. 1 very noisy, repeatedly circling bower with blue feather and 
yellow leaf in beak. 2nd bird adjusting sticks in bower. M with imm M at bower; 
31/05 

JN 

Southern Emu-wren 

2 

25/05/14 

Anglesea 

Anglesea Caravan Pk. Coastal heath to E. 

GD 

Chestnut-rumped Heathwren 

1 

25/05/14 

Pt Addis 

Eumerella Camp. Path to E. 

GD 

Weebill 

16+ 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

Drysdale Rd to Stockyards return (6+); E Flat (8); Toynes Rd (2). 

CMo,JN, 

DTy 

SKu 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

12 

05/06/14 

Hamlyn Heights 

Haines Reserve. 


32 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

Drysdale Rd to Stockyards return. (24, inci flock 7). E Flat (8). 

CMo,JN, 

DTy 

CMo,JN, 

DTy 


7 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

Toynes Rd. Collecting feathers and attending nest in eucalypt at ~1 m. In Vic 
eggs from May to Feb. HANZAB Vol 6 p 514. 

Southern Whiteface 

6 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

Drysdale Rd to Stockyards return. Loose flock of at least 6, poss 8, feeding on 
open ground with Superb Fairy-wrens and Red-browed Finchs. 

CMo,JN, 

DTy 

Eastern Spinebill 

3 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

Drysdale Rd to Stockyards return. IncI 1 ad at ground level feeding at cranber¬ 
ry heath flowers. 

CMo,JN, 

DTy 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 

15+ 

15/0614 

Brisbane Ranges 

Manna Gum Tk. Scattered in 2s, 3s through roadside eucalypts in flower. 

JN 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 

2 

14/06/14 

Barwon Estuary 

Ocean Grove Boat ramp. Nearby. 

CMo, DTy 

Little Wattlebird 

1 

31/05/14 

Hamlyn Heights 

Lily St. In Silver Birch trees in backyard. 1st record of sp for obs in area. Hd, 
then looked to confirm. Flew N towards flowering eucalypts. 

GL 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 

2 

06/06/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Bald Hills Rd. Calling 

GMc,TFI 

Crescent Honeyeater 

8 

24/05/14 

Red Rocks 

SWof Pt Addis/Hurst Rd. 

CMo, DTy 

Black-chinned Honeyeater 

2 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

E Flat. 

CMo,JN, 

DTy 

JN 

Varied Sittella 

6+ 

15/06/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Buckshot Tk. Noisy group of 6 or so in wet forest. 

Crested Shrike-tit 

2 

21/05/14 

Fyansford 

Barwon River area. M and F. M attempting to open case of sac moth 
caterpillar. 

FS 

Olive Whistler 

1 

14/06/14 

Cape Otway 

Sheara/ater Cottages. 

GD 

White-winged Chough 

40 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

E Flat. Flocks 20+, 12, 7 close together. 

CMo,JN, 

DTy 

CMo,JN, 

DTy 

SKu 

Scarlet Robin 

16 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

Drysdale Rd to Stockyards return (14); Toynes Rd (Pr). 

Flame Robin 

6 

13/06/14 

Avalon 

Beach Rd. Ms and Fs. In paddock across rd from trees and scrub. 


1 

08/06/14 

Gnarwarre 

Barrabool Rd/Monahan Rd. M on fence; 4.30 p.m.. 

JN 


1 

03/06/14 

Mt Duneed 

Rice Reserve. F feeding on ground with several Superb Fairy-wrens. 

GL 

Rose Robin 

1 

24/05/14 

Queens Pk 

Barwon River. Walking tk along river. M. 

FS 

Pink Robin 

1 

15/06/14 

Breakwater 

Barwon River. Opp Steel St. Brown bird emerging from cover; perching on twig 
wooded area beside river/bike path. 

DTy 

Horsfield’s Bushlark 

1 

11/06/14 

Avalon 

Beach Rd. E of Avalon Airport. Unusual record of sp in winter. 

TFI 

Silvereye 

35+ 

02/06/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Large restless flock; 8.00 a.m. Also flock 25e, 8.00 a.m., 07/06; 5 
on 10/05; 25e in flock, 8.00 a.m. 19/06. 

CMo 

Tree Martin 

10 

09/06/14 

You Yangs 

E Flat. Flock OH. 

CMo,JN, 

DTy 

GD 

Bassian Thrush 

1 

15/06/14 

Cape Otway 

Crayfish Bay. Singing in coastal scrub. 

Common Blackbird 

1 

15/06/14 

Ocean Grove 

Woodlands Estate. Singing in sub-song; before dawn. Also 16/06. 

TFI 

Beautiful Firetail 

1 

15/06/14 

Cape Otway 

Parker Pt. 

GD 


1 

16/06/14 

Cape Otway 

Cape Otway Rd. ~10 km down rd. 

GD 


Orange-bellied Parrot Survey 
26-27 July 

Please contact Craig Morley if you would like to assist. 
craigmorlev5(5)bigpond.com 


Wader Count 

Friday 11 July: Moolap Saltworks 

Saturday 12 July: Lake Connewarre/ Hospital Swamps/ 

Reedy Lake/Barwon Heads coast 

Sunday 13 July: Swan Bay area 

Contact: John Newman 0409 955 313 or 5243 8685 
microhouse3@amail.com.au 
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GFNC Excursion 
Wednesday 16 July 2014 
Deakin University Library special collections 


As we normally do in July, we will be escaping the winter 
weather with a mid-week indoor excursion, this time very 
close to home at the Deakin University Library at the 
Waterfront campus. 

In the morning we will have a guided tour of the Alfred 
Deakin Prime Ministerial Library (ADPML) where we will 
have an opportunity to find out about the extensive natural 
history collections there. After morning tea at the cafe (the 
Waterfront Kitchen’) we will then visit the main library to 
see the range of resources now available. 

People are welcome to bring their own lunch or buy 
something at the cafe. 

If the weather is fine, after lunch we can spend some time 
walking along the waterfront either east to Eastern Beach 
or west towards Drumcondra. Alternatively, people can go 
back to the library for some research, including family 
history research, in the ADPML. 

Meet: 9.20 a.m. inside the Sally Walker building at the 
Deakin University Waterfront campus. Enter from either 
Western Beach Road or Cunningham Street. The Alfred 
Deakin Prime Ministerial Library is located on street level 
inside the building. There is a gallery or gathering space 
just outside the Library entry doors. Meet in this space. 

Parking will be difficult; the nearest carparks are Civic 
Centre Car Park (Gheringhap St) and Westfield Shopping 
Centre (Brougham St), so allow plenty of time and bring 
those walking shoes! 

Bring: The usual walking gear (wet weather clothing, 
binoculars etc.) if you wish to walk in the afternoon; lunch 
if you don’t want to buy it at the cafe. 

Contact: Deborah Evans, ph. 5243 8687 (AH) or email 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 


Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Winter Weekend Plant Sales at the Friends’ 
Nursery 

Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 July 2014 
10.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 

‘Don’t miss this opportunity to refresh your garden 
with healthy young plants, propagated from the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens by our Growing Friends.’ 


Mailing roster 

July: Jan Venters 
August: Joan & Tibor Korn 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Serendip Sanctuary 
Thursday 24 July 
Leader: Gordon McCarthy 

Serendip Sanctuary is a unique environment situated at 
Lara so close to Geelong. Serendip doesn't require much 
explanation. 

Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the Serendip Car Park. 

Bring: Binoculars, camera, morning tea, lunch (if you 
would like to explore further in the afternoon), wet weather 
gear. 

More information: Cheryl West Lau on 5261 6250 OR 
Gordon McCarthy 5251 2190. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 


Bird Group meeting 
Thursday 17 July 2014 

Sean Dooley 
Thornbill ID 

Sean Dooley is the editor of Australian birdlife, the 
wonderful quarterly magazine of Australian BirdLife. 
Sean last spoke to us about the exploits which resulted in 
his best-selling book The Big Twitch. At the July Bird 
Group meeting he will be providing us with a guide 
to thornbill identification; the article on the same 
topic in the current edition of Australian birdlife is not a 
coincidence. So if you’ve ever been perplexed and 
puzzled by this fascinating group of ‘little brown birds’, 
then please join us for what is sure to be an enjoyable 
and entertaining evening. 


Grampians Wildflower Show 

Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 October 2014 

Halls Gap 
9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. 

Adults $4 Children Free 

Displays—Tours—Selfdrive notes 
Talks & workshops 

Phone 1800 065 599 

www.grampianswildflowershow.org.au 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2014-2015 

President 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Vice-President 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Immediate Past President 

Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Secretary 

Tracey Hinton 

5243 9973 

Tracey.Hinton@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Minute Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rlowther@ncable.net.au 

Committee Member 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

“ “ 

David Boyle 

5250 1039 

davidboyle48@gmail.com 

(( (( 

Grace Lewis 

0438 046 363 

g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 


Graham Possingham 

5243 6997 

g.possingham@gmail.com 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Chrissy Freestone 

0417 379 033 

chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Jerringot Group 

Bela Bard-Brucker 

5243 7072 

bbardbrucker@gmail.com 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

- 

- 

Mid-week Bird Group Convenor 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


JULY 2014 

1 General Meeting: Dean Hewish—Time, life and the 
Flinders Ranges’ 

3-6 Fauna survey 

11-13 Winter wader count: John Newman 

16 Excursion ( Mid-week) : Deakin Library’s special collections 

16 Cadets: Meeting 

17 Bird Group: Sean Dooley: Thornhill ID 

24 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Serendip Sanctuary 

26-27 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 


AUGUST 2014 

5 General Meeting: Members Night and casserole tea 

7-10 Fauna survey 

17 Excursion: Plant photography workshop Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

20 Cadets: Meeting 

21 Bird Group: Craig Morley—Birds of Ethiopia 

23 Boneseed pull—You Yangs 

28 Mid-week Bird Excursion 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 28 July 2014. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the Editor, 

Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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